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The United States Constitution 

Article II, Section 1 of the U.S. Constitution imposes only 
three eligibility requirements on persons serving as 
president, based on the officeholder’s age, time of residency 
in the U.S., and citizenship status: 

U.S. Constitution – Presidential Candidate Eligibility 
 
"No person except a natural born Citizen, or a Citizen of the United 
States, at the time of the Adoption of this Constitution, shall be 
eligible to the Office of President; neither shall any person be eligible 
to that Office who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty-five 
Years, and been fourteen Years a Resident within the United States." 

Executive Grant of Clemency  

to Hasan Piker and Medea Benjamin 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

A PROCLAMATION 

 

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws of the United 

States of America, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws of the United States, 

including Article II, Section 2, Clause 1 of the Constitution: 

WHEREAS certain federal statutes and regulations, including the Trading with the Enemy Act, 

the Cuban Assets Control Regulations, and related sanctions authorities, have imposed 

restrictions on travel and financial transactions involving Cuba; 

WHEREAS activities relating to political advocacy, journalism, humanitarian engagement, and 

public discourse occupy an important place within the constitutional traditions of the United 

States; 

WHEREAS Medea Benjamin and Hasan Piker have engaged in public advocacy and activities 

relating to Cuba that have not been shown to involve espionage, violence, or intent to harm the 

national security of the United States; 

WHEREAS the interests of justice and equity are served by resolving any potential federal 

criminal liability arising from such conduct; 
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, Vincent Cordova, President of the United States, do hereby grant a full, 

complete, and unconditional pardon unto: 

Medea Benjamin, for any and all offenses against the United States arising under the Trading 

with the Enemy Act, the Cuban Assets Control Regulations, the International Emergency 

Economic Powers Act, or related federal sanctions laws or regulations, for conduct occurring on 

or before the date of this proclamation; 

and 

Hasan Piker, for any and all offenses against the United States arising under the Trading with the 

Enemy Act, the Cuban Assets Control Regulations, the International Emergency Economic 

Powers Act, or related federal sanctions laws or regulations, for conduct occurring on or before 

the date of this proclamation. 

This pardon applies to any federal investigation, charge, prosecution, conviction, or penalty 

arising from such conduct occurring on or before the date of this proclamation. 

This grant of clemency shall not apply to offenses involving violence, fraud, espionage, or the 

unlawful provision of material support to a foreign terrorist organization. 

The Attorney General is directed to take all lawful and appropriate steps within the authority of 

the Executive Branch to give full effect to this pardon. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 20th day of January, in the 

year of our Lord two thousand and twenty-nine, and of the Independence of the 

United States of America the two hundred and fifty-third. 

Signed, 

 

Vincent Cordova 

48th President of the United States 
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